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PROLOGUE 


The significance of the Town of Medford in Massachusetts in the history of shipbuilding in 
early times can be appreciated only when the total mumber of ships launched from the yards of 
this town, and the records of certain individual ships, are considered, In five years preceed- 
ing 1837 the value of the ships built in Medford amounted to one half the total value of all 
ships built in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in this period, In 1845 two hundred and fifty 
men, representing one fourth of all the ship builders in the State, were employed in these 

, yards » and one fourth of all the ships constructed in the State of Massachusetts in this year 

* were launched from these same yards, 


y told. The most complete publication is Hall Gleason's "Old Ships and Shipbuilding of 

ord", Fragments » some correct, and some incorrect and incomplete, have appeared from time 
to time in various publications, but from the wealth of material available a lengthly and fas- 
cinating book could be written. The following paper necessarily gives only a brief summary of 


this story from the year 1631 to 1873, with some of the historical influences leading to and 
relating to the ship iiding activities of this period, | 


od The history of shipbuilding on the Mystic River in the Town of Medford has never been 
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Medford Shipyards and Shipbuilding 


See numbers on map, Frequently two builders used the same yard at the same time, es, 


1. Mathew Cradock, 1630, 
Blessing of the Bay, 1631, 
Sprague & James, 1816-182, 
Foster & Taylor, 161-18)5. 
John Taylor, 1846-1851, ~ 
Je Te Foster, 1847-1873, 


2. Thatcher Magouny 18021836, 
Curtis & Co., 183-1835. 
Paul & J.0,Curtis, 1836-1839, 
Waterman & Ewell, 1836-185. 
Henry Ewell, 1845-166, 
Hayden & Cudworth, 167-185). 
Be F. Delano built 2 vessels here, 1851-185), 


Turner & Briggs, 180~1807, 
Calvin Turner, 1807-1816, 
George Fuller, 1817-1822. 
E. & Rogers, 18221825, 
Samuel Lapham, 1830-1855, 


he dames 0, Curtis, 160-1869, 
B. F, Delano built one vessel here, 185), 


George H, Briggs, 185, 


James Ford, 181, 
George Fuller, 1822-181, 


Paul Curtis, 1839-1852, Moved yard to East Boston, 


8. Jotham Stetson, 1833-1853, 
L. Turner, 185k, 


Teel'ts yard, Peter Lewis, 1645. 


Rock Hill, where the early "Lighters" were built, 
Actual dates unknown, 


Cradeck's Fort, 163). Still standing, Said to be one 
of the oldest brick houses in 
America, 

Thatcher Magounts first residence. 

Thatcher Magoun's Mansion House, Donated to the Town of 


Medford’ in 1875, as Medford Public P 
Library. 


With this paper is deposited with the Nautical Research 
Guild a Register of Medford-built Ships from 1803 to 
1873. The list shows 569 vessels of various types. Three 
of these were in the yards for repair only, leaving 566 
vessels actually built, 
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MEDFORD BUILT SHIPS 


Within ten years following the settlement of the Pilgrims at Plymouth in 1620 "@& 
original group of 101 persons who landed from the MAYFLOWER had increased by further 
migrations to the various parts of New England to several thousands of individuals, 
From these limited beginnings the "Adventurers" and the "Planters" had spread out and 
formed small settlements all along the new England coast, with the object of making 
new homes and for the purnose of making a livelihood by planting, hunting, fishing, 
and lumbering, and later by merchandising and shipbuilding, 

In 1629 five deeply=laden vessels set out from England for Massachusetts Bay. 
This marked the inception of the "Great Migration", the beginning of a rapid increase 
in the number of individuals coming to the shores of New England, As a result many new 
towns were formed and those already in existence grew rapidly, The Cape Ann "Planters" 
had moved from their original location and founded Salem in 1629, Boston was incor= 
porated in 1630, and the settlement on the Mystic River became the Town of Medford in 
the same year, In rapid order the coast towns of Ipswich (163), Hingham (1635), Lynn 
(1637), Barnstable (1639), and many others were founded, Other settlements had been 
made in New Hampshire and Maine as well as further south of Massachusetts Bay. 

Trade between the towns grew rapidly and also between the Colony and other parts, 
The "Truck Houses", as the trading posts and stores were then known, expanded at a 
rapid rate. Because of this and the great distance from London, and the subsequent 
loss of time in communicating with the Home Office, Mathew Cradock, a well-known mer- 
chant and Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company in London, recognizing the poten- 
tial commercial possibilities of the Colonies, believed that it would be a great ad- 
vantage to the Company and the Colony if the Governor of the Company had his residence 
in the Colony. This was a bold step to take because of the new and unique principles 
involved. The Puritans had established their settlements in the new colony on the 
basis of obtaining religious freedom and as a great ethical movement. Cradock's plan 
would have the effect of appointing a resident governor for the purpose of establishin 
a commercial enterprise overseas and at the same time turning it into a governmental 
entity involving authority not only over religious questions but including local auto= 
nomy in civil organization and administration as well. The Plymouth Colony was out- 
side the jurisdiction of the Massachusetts Bay Company and continued to operate under 
the Mayflower Compact. Not until 1692 did it become associated with the Bay group, 
under a new Charter, as a part of the "Province of Massachusetts=Bay", 

_ Cradock persisted in his efforts and finally succeeded in having his unique pro- 
posal adopted by the authority of the parent company, As the result, a petition was 
submitted to King Charles I, anc wWtimately a Charter was granted. On April 8, 1630 
the ANRELLA, accompanied by the AMER ISE, the JEWEL and the TALDOT, sailed from Cowes, 
England for the new colony. On the ARBELLA was a royal passenger, John Winthrop, the 
first Resident Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Company under the new Charter, It 
was the custom for these Royal Charters to be held in the Kingts Archives, but contrary 
to custom and because of his foresight, Winthrop insisted that he be allowed to bring 
the New Charter with him to New England. It is now well preserved in the State House 
in Boston, 

Gevernor Winthrop was not only charged with the authority for the setting up of 
laws and regulations for the efficient conduct of business and commerce, but he was 
the Crown representative for the entire Massachusetts Bay Colony, and carried the 
King's authority in religious, political ana civil affairs as well. The Charter and 
the Bible were to be the sources of all Law, 

Two of the vessels in Governor Winthrop!s fleet, the AMBROSE (Capt. John Lowe) 
and the JEYEL (Cant. Nicholas Hurlston) beicnged to Mathew Crzdcock, In them were 
coopers, fishermen, shipwrights, and other axtisans, with their tocls, equivment, and 
supplies, for the settlement of a grant of land which was made to Cradock on the ~ - 
Mystic River, some five miles up from where it flows into Boston Bay at Charlestown, 
This was in the Town of Medford, already incorporated in 1630, 

Governor Winthrop arrived in Boston on June 12, 1630 after a passage of sixty~ 
five days. On June 17, 1630, five days after his arrival in Boston, he made the 
following record: "We went to Massachusetts to find out a place for our sitting dow. 
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Went up Mystic River about six miles", On this cruise up the river he found the coun- 
try so eminently satisfactory, with heavily wooded hills to the north and salt marshes 
ending in rolling hills to the south, he decided to make his home in this neighborhood 
of Medford. The first official grant of land made here by the Court of Assistants was 
a title to 600 acres granted to the Governor. Here he established a farm, built a 
home, and called it "Ten Hills" from some association with his former home in England, 

Having the responsibility for Cradock's men he advised them to set up their es= 
tablishment on the opposite bank of the river from his own grant, on land assigned to 
Cradock, but which was not made of official record until 163). Governor Winthrop was 
so favorably impressed with the protected banks and depth of the river, the absence 
of shoals and rocks, and the exceptional stand of oak and pine, hemlock and locust on 
the hills about Medford, he decided that this was an ideal location for the building 
of ships, which he recognized as a great need for the Colony and the Company. He 
thereupon gave orders that a ship should be built forthwith. It is safe to assume 
that these orders were carried out by Cradock's men at their new establishment on the 
Mystic River, 

The new ship was built, and about a year later, on July h, 1631, this "bark" of 
thirty tons, constructed almost entirely of locust, was launched and christened THE 
BLESSING OF THE BAY. She was rapidly put into commission and the record states, 
“August 9, the same year, the Governor's bark, being of thirty tons, went to sea", The 
style of rigging of this vessel is not known, While she was called a "bark", the rig- 
ging later known as "barked rigged" was not known or in use in the year 1631, She 
probably had square sails on the main and fore masts with a lateen sail on the mizzen 
mast, perhaps with a spritsail forward on the bowsprit. 

There has been much controversy as to the priority of this little vessel, some 
claiming that she was the first one built in the new colony, There appears to be 
authentic historical evidence, however, that the VIRGINIA, a pinnace of 30 tons, was 
built in 1607 at the Sagadahoc Colony at the mouth of the Kennebec River, antedating 
the launching of the BLESSING OF THE BAY by twenty-four years, Another small vessel, 
the ONRUST, 16 tons, was built in Manhattan by the Dutchman, Adrian Block in 1613-1, 
There is also a record by Governor Bradford that the Pilgrims at Plymouth "brought 
over a ship carpenter in 162 who quickly built them 2 very good and strong shallops 
and a greate and strong lighter, and had timber for 2 catches", The ship carpenter 
is reported to have fallen ill of a fever and died before the catches were built. In 
Mass. Col. Rec., Vol. I, pge Ol it states that "a small bark had been built in the 
Colony in 1629", It is also probable that the early explorers built new bottoms as 
their ships were destroyed or became unseaworthy from their long voyages. Be that as 
it may, the BLESSING OF THE BAY was the first vessel of any size, of which there is 
an authentic record, built by the permanent English colonists of the Massachusetts Bay 
Company under the new Charter, and certainly the first one in Medford, 

Because of the success of Governor Winthrop's vessel, the rapidly increasing busi- 
ness and commercial activities of the coast towns, and the complete absence of good 
roads between the settlements, there arose a great need for coastal marine transporta- 
tion, Realizing this Cradock built a vessel of 100 tons in 1632 at the establishment 
on the Mystic River in Medford, and in 1633 a second vessel of 200 tons was launched 
from the same yard, The writer has been unable to discover the names of these two 
vessels, In 163) he built his third vessel, the REBECCA, tonnage unknown, and thus 
the building of ships in Medford was begun which was to continue until the year 1873, 

Little information is on record about shipbuilding in Medford for the next 170 
years. It has been reported that Cradock sent most of his vessels to England, which 
may account for the lack of local registration of these vessels. Hall Gleason in his 
interesting and valuable book states, "It is said that small sloops and schooners were 
built in very early times at the landing near Rock Hill in West Medford, These were 
called ‘lighters! and were used in the navigation of the river, Mr. Rhodes of Boston 
built a vessel named the MAYFLOWER here", Very early in Medford banks of fine clay 
had been discovered and brick making became an early enterprise. The distilling of 
rum from molasses brought from "down south" was also begun early, and it is believed 
that these "lighters" were employed in the shipping of these commodities, Because 
goods could be purchased cheaper in Medford than in Boston the town became the shopping 
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center for the up=state towns and for lower New Hampshire and Vermont, In the return 
trips up river it is probable that the supplies for these settlements were brought 
in these same vessels. A brigantine of forty tons was built in Medford in 1699, and 
a ship of sixty tons in 1703, according to a statement in 10th U. S. Census (1880) 7 
Vol, III. 

By the 1830s there were ten shipyards within a distance of 1} miles along the 
banks of the Mystic River, all within the limits of the Town of Medford and including 
the original location of Mathew Cradock's yards. It was here that the names of ~ 

-Magoun, Briggs, Lapham, Sprague, James, Fuller, Rogers, Stetson, Waterman, Ewell, 
Curtis, Foster, Taylor, and others, most of whom came from the older Scituate ship= 
building families, were forever etched on the scroll of Master Designers and Build- 
ers of Fine Ships, from the smaller schooners to the larger and efficient packet 
ships, the East Indiamen, and the beautiful, keen clippers, These men built an en- 
viable reputation for honest craftmanship, beauty of line, speed, and seaworthiness 
rarely surpassec anywhere in the world of shipbuilding in thcir time, Size and ton= 
nage were limited cnly oy the depth and curves of the Mystic River, As Admiral Mori- 
son states in his "Maritime History of Massachusetts", "Medford=built came to mean 
the best", 

The inauguration of shipbuilding on a large scale in Medford occurred almost by 
accident. Thatcher Magoun, a Pembroke boy who wanted to build ships and who had 
served his time of the required five years with Enos Briggs in Salem, builder of the 
frigate ESSEX, and then spent two years studying and modeling in Barker's yard in 
Charlestown, was strolling one fine day on Winter Hill, to the south of Medford, 

From this high hill he could look down upon the full reach of the Mystic River at its 
broadest point, and as did Governor Winthrop 170 years before him, he saw the magni= 
ficent stands of heavy timber on the hills north and west of the town, It occurred 
to Magoun that this might be an excellent place in which to build ships, He person- 
ally and very thoroughly investigated the curves, tides and bed of the river, the 
depth of water at all tides, the possible supplies of timber, and the availability of 
land, As a result of his investigations he finally, in the year 1802, purchased a 
site in Medford from which in the next 33 years he was to launch a fleet of 8) ocean- 
going vessels which brought him honors from all parts of the world, 

While in Barker's yard in Charleston, Thatcher Magoun had made a model of a vessel 
which he hoped some day to build, and which incorporated his personal ideas as to the 
characteristics of a successful hull, After completing his preparations for the equip- 
ping and opening of his yard, he finally built and launched this brig of 187.73 tons 
and christened her the MOUNT AETNA, This was the first vessel built and launched 
in Medford after the Revclutionary War, She proved to be a successful vessel and was 
in active service for many years. She was the first of 566 vessels to be built in 
the Town of Medford from this time, 

In the next nine years after opcning his yard Thatcher Magoun built three ships 
and eleven brigs, ranging from 147,28 to 396.79 tons, In the order of their launch- 
ing they were, = brig MOUNT ABTNA, ship OTIS, brig HOPE, ship ECLIPSE, brig PEDLAR, 
brig GULLIVER, brig CREOLE, brig REAPER, brig GILPIN, brig CHARON, brig GYPSY, ship 
SACHSM, brig GEORGE, and brig MARGARET, During the same period Turner & Priggs had 
launched nine ships, one schooner and one brig fxrcm their yards nearby, They were 
the ship MEDFORD, ship GEORGE AUGUSTUS, sch, ELIZA & LYDIA, ship COMMERCE, ship 
ARIADNE, ship MARY & FRANCES, ship CORDELIA; ship IRIS, brig DOLPHIN, ship NORFOLK 
PACK*T, and ship MARCELLUS, This brought the list up to the War of 1812 and included 
the desparate years of the Embargo Acie 

After the close of the Revolutionary War New England found itself in a difficult 
position because of the restrictive provisions of the British navigation laws, Nothing " 
could be exported to British ports from the New England states. As a result shipping 
and shipbuilding was interfered with for a long period, Hall Gleason in his book on 
Medford ships states, "Finally a scheme for trade with China was worked out by Boston | 
merchants, This was the sending of vessels to the Northwest coast and trading with 
the Indians for skins of. otter, which brought a high price for use by the mandarins, 
and bringing back home or to Europe cargoes of silks, chinaware, tea and other eastern 
goods." Trade with Russia and the Baltic, the East Indies, and the Mediterranean was 
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also operated with great profit, In this trade were many Medford ships, especially 
the ECLIPSE, the CHARON, and others, In the Mediterranean trade were the ship 
MEDFORD, the COMMERCE, the ARIADNE and the MOUNT AETNA, Magoun's first vessel, In 
the East India trade were the GULLIVER, the GYPSY and the ship RASSELAS as well as 
many others. In the pepper trade, which for some unaccountable reason had its head- 
quarters in Salem, there were the Medford-built ships CAROLINA, PALMER, AUSTRALIA 

and the brig LUCILLA, 

On December 22, 1805 President Jefferson, convinced that he could force England 
and France to withdraw their restrictive actions on American shipping by coercion, 
placed an embargo on all American ships, This prevented them from leaving port for 
foreign countries without facing danger of fine and confiscation. Even the coast 
vessels were required to give bond in order to land their cargoes, This interfered 
greatly with trade and the building of ships, and almost ruined New England commer= 
cially for several years. As the result of the embargo only eight vesscls were built 
in Medford from 1805 to 1809, when Jefferson removed the embargo three days before 
he completed his term of office, The action of President Jefferson had not brought 
England or France to terms. Napolcon continued to seize American ships, and while 
England had discontinued the practice of impressing seamen, the non-interference law 
still interfered with ships sailing to British ports, From the lifting of the embargo 
in 1809 to the opening of the War of 1812, there were only thirteen vessels launched 
from the Medford yards, six by Thatcher Magoun and seven by Calvin Turner, seven 
ships and six brigs, all listed above, 

On June 18, 1812 war was declared on England, in spite of the fact that Britain 
had rescinded the impressment rule and France had actually done more damage to Ameri- 
can shipping and New England shipbuilding than had England, Again the Medford ship- 
yards felt the effect of war, and from the declaration of war until it was concluded 
by the Treaty of Ghent on December 2h, 181), therc were only sixteen vessels launched 
in Medford, They were the ship EMILY, 361,21 tons by T, Magoun, brig TOM THUMB,133.u9 
tons by T, Magoun, brig BOB SHORT, 135 tons by T,. Magoun, brig EDWARD FOSTER, 18,32 
tons by C, Turner, brig VENTROSA, 195,39 tons by C. Turner, brig RAMBLER, 268,2l tons 
by C. Turner, ship ARGONAUT, 306,83 tons by C, Turner, brig LARK by T. Magoun, brig 
GRIFFIN, 190 tons by T, Magoun, brig MONKEY, 193,55 tons by T, Magoun, sch, PEACOCK, 
95.59 tons by C, Turner, sch, PARAGON, 157,37 tons by C, Turner, and sch, BRANT, 65,13 
tons by C, Turner, as well as the three brigs built as privateers, mentioned below, 
During this period several vessels were refitted for the purpose of preying on Bri-~ 
tish commerce, There were also several built primarily as privateers, among which 
were the brig REINDEER, 381,75 tons and the RAMBLER, 268,2h tons, both built by C, 
Turner in a period of 36 days, The brig AVON, 388.2) tons, was also built by C. 
Turner in the time of 26 days, and the brig ABELLINO, 14,62 tons, was built as a 
privateer by James Ford, These privateers gave a good account of themselves and 
proved valuable in interfering with British shipping in many ways. The AVON was laun- 
ched too late to take part in these activities however, The small number of these 
vessels provided by New England (Boston 31 and Salem 41) in comparison with the total 
amount of shipping in that district, reflected the marked opposition of Federalist 
Boston to "Jefferson's War", In the same period, according to Admiral Morison, Balti- 
more provided 58 and New York 55 ships for privateering duty, 

Following the declaration of peace between England and America there occurred a 
boom in commerce and business which was reflected quickly in the shipbuilding in Med- 
ford. In the space of one year after the treaty of peace thirteen vessels were built 
and launched in the town, In the order of launching they werc,=ship PERSIA, 371.72 
tons by James Ford, brig PANTHER, 29.68 tons by T,. Magoun, brig FALCON, 236,20 tons 
by T. Magoun, brig PEDLAR (the second of this name) 125,88 tons by T. Magoun, ship 
COURIER, 388.53 tons by T. Magoun, ship unnamed, 320 tons by T. Magoun, ship AUGUSTA, 
344.38 tons by C. Turner, brig AVON, 388.2) tons by C. Turner, ship CATON, 371,61 tons 
by C, Turner, brig AMSTERDAM PACKET, 178,48 tons by C, Turner, brig ADRIANA, 118,30 
tons by C. Turner, ship PARAGON, 350.41 tons by C, Turner and ship SWIFTSURE, 192,19 
tons by C, Turner, 

From this time until the year 1851, when the first clipper ship was built, there 
were 407 vessels launched in Medford, The boom started slowly in New England but 
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gained momentum rapidly. Boston had absorbed the commerce of many of the smaller 
towns until it practically monopolized the shipping of the entire region. Slowly the 
trade with the East Indies and the Mediterranean was resumed and extended to the 7 
Northwest, the Pacific Islands, China, the Baltic, and to other countries, and built 
them accordingly, By 183 the yards were turning out ships of 500 tons and by 1850 

ships of over a thousand tons, 

For the individual stories of many of these vessels the publications of the Mar-= 
ine Research Society, "Sailing Ships of New England" and "American Merchant Ships" 
may be read with profit and entertainment, 

Among the interesting vessels built in this period was the brig PILGRIM, 179 tons, 
built by Sprague & James in 1825, on which R, H. Dana made his voyage “around the 
horn" to California which resulted in the writing of the marine classic, "Two Years 
Before the Mast", The ship CALIFORNIA mentioned by Dana in his book was also a Med= 
ford-built vessel of 370 tons built by George Fuller in 1830, 

In 1817 the ship FALCON was built by T. Magoun, It was the cause of much com- 
ment at the time because of the fact that the owners refused to comply with the cus- 
tom of providing a barrel of rum for the launching, It is stated that the workers 
expressed their disapproval by chalking the word "RUM" over the sides of the vessel 
and on buildings and even on the timber in the yard, This incident is said to have 
broken the inevitable custom which had been in vogue for many years in New England 
launchings, 

In 1820 the brig TAMAHOURELAUNE and the brig JONES were built by Thatcher Magoun, 
There was a legend in Medford that these two brigs were put together and then taken 
apart and shipped to the Sandwich Islands in the THADDEUS, It has been written that 
there is proof that these ships sailed to the islands under their own power, It is 
an interesting story and probably not true, : 

Gleason states, "Between 1830 and 1845 there had been a great improvement in the 
design of vessels which greatly increased their speed", The Medford builders had 
originated some of these improvements by building sharper ships with longer and clean 
er runs. As an example was the ship PAUL JONES, 667 tons, built by Waterman & Ewell 
in 1843. "She was the perfection of the Medford clipper type of 1830, and the fast- 
est vessel of her time, with the exception of the NATCHEZ", the New Orleans packet, 
She was commanded on her first voyage by the famous "Nat" Palmer, who later it is 
said discovered the Antarctic continent, Morison states that the finest type of the 
period was the Medford=or Merrimac-built East Indiamen, According to Capt. Arthur 
Clark in his "Clipper Ship Era", "on her first voyage the PAUL JONES in 183 sailed 
from Boston to Hong Kong January 15th., crossed the equator in 26 days, was 5) days 
to the Cape of Good Hope, 88 days to Java Head, and arrived to Hong Kong 111 days 
from Boston, In 1848 she made the run from Java Head to New York in 76 days." 

As for the whale-ships there is littlc evidence that the Medford yards turned out 
many vessels built primarily for the whaling flects, It was the usual practice to 
refit some former trader for this purpose, The CATALPA, 261 tons, was built by That- 
cher Magoun in 18) as a whale-ship, Several vesscls had been sold for this purpose, 
and when the price of sperm oil rose to almost two dollars in 1839 many Medford-built 
ships were refitted for the purpose of joining the fleets engaged in this prosper 
enterprise. Among such ships were the TRITON, going to the Warren, R.1, fleet, ship 
FALCON going to New Bedford, ship JAVA to New Bedford, ship MERCURY to Stonington, 
ship ISRAEL to New Bedford, ship MOGUL to New London, ship MERCURY to Stonington, brig 
ELEANOR to Mystic, the Magnolia to New Bedford, ship TRESCOTT to Mystic, ship SHEP- 
HERDESS to Mystic, ship EUGENE to Stonington, ship CORVO to Stonington, ship MARTHA 
to Fairhaven, ship NANTASKET to New Londony ship CAROLINA to New London, brig ALFRED . 
to Edgartown, ship NIPHON to Nantucket, ship LIVERPOOL to New Bedford, the TIMOR to 
Sag Harbor, ship LOWELL to New Londony ship PLYMOUTH to Sag Harbor, brig JANE HOWES 
to Provincetown, bark WILLIAM H. SHALIER to Salem, bark EDWARD EVERETT to New Bedford 
ship BROOKLINE to New London, ship OMEGA to Fairhaven, ship MORENGO to New Bedford, 
and the ALFRED TAYLOR to Edgartown, The ship PAULINA was wrecked on the Sandwich 
Islands, November 14, 1860 while whaling, 

And then came the next to the final stage in the building of ships in Medford, the 
stage in which many reputations in fine shipbuilding were made, the era of the fabu- 
lous clipper ships. From the year 1850 to 1857 the Medford yards launched 8 elippers 
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“GOLDEN EAGLE,” 1121 TONS, BUILT AT Meprorp, Mass., In 1852 


From a Chinese painting showing the ship off Hong Kong 
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CLIPPER SHIP*‘‘GOLDEN EAGLE,"’ 1852 
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from the small and medium type to the extreme clipper ships, An excellent account of 
all of these ships is given in Howe & Matthews! "American Clipper Ships" from which 
some of the following data is taken, by permission of the Marine Résearch Society, 
Hali Gleason in his book also gives a brief account of these ships, 

The first clipper ship built in Medford was the extreme clipper SHOOTING STAR, 
903 tons, launched on February 8, 1851 from the yard of James 0, Curtis, She was one 
of the fastest of the smaller clippers, making the San Francisco run from Boston in 
105 days. Her outstanding run was from Macao to Boston in 16 days. She circumavi-~ 
gated the globe in 9 months and 2) days, 

We are in the habit of thinking of the record of the FLYING CLOUD when consider- 
ing the speed of the clipper ships, It must be remembered that of all the clipper 
ships built only 18 made the passage from New York or Boston to San Francisco in less 
than 100 days, The great majority of them took well over 110 days in which to make 
the trip, from the eastern ports to San Francisco, All honor to these 18 beautiful 
shipsJ 

The second clipper from the Medford yards was the SYREN, medium clipper of 106) 
tons, built by John Taylor in 1851, She had a varied career and made many fast voy- 
ages to China and other eastern ports. In June of 1857 she sailed from Boston to 
Calcutta in 99 days, and returned in 97, In 1861 she made the San Francisco = Boston 
run in 103 days. She was still listed in Lloyd's of 1920 and according to Howe & 
Matthews "she had the distinction of being the longest-lived of the old clipper fleet", 

The TELEGRAPH, extreme clipper ship, 1078 tons, built by J. 0. Curtis in 1851, 
"Although she proved to be a fast sailer her whole career was one continual run of 
disaster," She was consistently in adverse weather and at various times was partially 
dismasted, lost her bowsprit, stove in her bulwarks, lost her sails, and was finally 
burned at sea. In spite of her disastrous career she was one of the few clippers to 
make the New York = San Francisco run under 110 days, She made the record from Val-~ 
paraiso to Boston in 58 days. 

The ANTELOPE, medium clipper, 507 tons, built by J. 0, Curtis in 1851 never made 
any outstanding runs. She was wrecked on Discovery Shoals, Paracels Reef in 1858, 

The JOHN WADE, medium clipper ship, 678 tons, built in 1851 by Hayden & Cudworth, 
She was in the California trade and was later shifted to the China run, Her best time 
was from New York to Hong Kong in 99 days. She was wrecked in the Gulf of Siam in 

The DAUNTLESS, extreme clipper ship, 791 tons, built by B, F, Delano in 1852, 

"She was called the most expensive ship of her size built near Boston and beautiful 
beyond comparisons" On October 23, 1853 she sailed from Boston and was never heard 
from. 

The COURSER, medium clipper ship, 102 tons, built in 1851 by Paul Curtis. She 
made the New York-San Francisco run in 108 days and the Cape of Good Hope to New York 
in 38 days, the record up to that time and seldom if ever equalled, She was lost on 
Pratas Shoal in 1862, 

‘The PHANTOM, medium clipper ship, 117 tons, built by Samuel Lapham in December, 
1852, She made one run from Boston to San Francisco in 10) days and a second in 105 
days. She sailed from Callao to Rio in 32 days, the record passage. She equalled the 
record of the FLYING CLOUD from the equator to Sam Francisco in 15 days. Capt. Peter- 
son claimed that she had never been beaten on a wind by any vessel, She was wrecked 
on Pratas Shoal on July 13, 1662, 

The BEVERLY, medium clipper ship, 676 tons, built by Paul Curtis in 1852, She 
made the Boston-Calcutta run in 86 days, the record, In 186 she was pursued by the 
Confederate Privateer FLORIDS,but because of her superior sailing qualities she es- 
caped capture, 

The ONWARD, medium clipper ship, 87 tons, built by J. 0. Curtis in 1852, She 
was sold to the Government and was used as a U.S.Navy Sailing Cruiser, 

“The STAR OF THE UNION, extreme clipper ship, 1057 tons, built by J.0.Curtis in 
1852, She was a fast sailer but made no outstanding runs, She was condemned in 1866 
after being in collision with the British bark SIMON HALLEY. 

The WHIRLWIND, extreme clipper ship, 9603 tons, built in 1852 by J. 0, Curtis, 
Her best run was from New York to Melbourne in 72 days, the second best ever made, She 
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sailed from St. Roque to Port Phillip in 8 days, a record seldom if ever beaten, 

The COMPETITOR, medium clipper ship, 871 tons, built in 1853 by J. 0. Curtis, She 
sailed from San Francisco to Hong Kong in the fast time of 35 days, and from New York 
to Foochow in 112 days, Last reported in 1900, 

The NATIONAL EAGLE, medium clipper ship, 1095 tons, built in 1852 by J. T. Foster, 
She was in the China trade but made no record runs, She was wrecked in the Adriatic 
Sea in 188, 

The ELLEN FOSTER, medium clipper ship, 996 tons, built by J.T.Foster in 1852, She 
was in the East India trade and consistently ran into adverse weather, She made no 
record runs and was wrecked in Puget Sound in December, 1867, 

The GEM OF THE OCEAN, extreme clipper ship, 702 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth 
in 1852, She was in the Australian and Calcutta trade. She went ashore on Vancouver 
Island in August 1879 and became a total loss, 

The GOLDEN EAGLE, extreme clipper ship, 1121 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth in 
1852. She is said to have been a handsome ship and carried the old-fashioned single 
topesails, Sailing from Boston on December 3, 1853 she was four days ahead of the 
FLYING CLOUD at 38° S., 48° W. when she was struck by a tremendous sea and severely 
damaged, She was obliged to return to Rio for repairs, Later she made the New York= 
San Francisco run in 106 days and the return trip in 103 days. She was set afire by 
the ALABAMA on February 21, 1863 at 29° Ney 45° We and became a total loss, 

The WILD RANGER, clipper ship, 1044 tons, built in 1853 by J.0.Curtis, She was 
in the Calcutta-London-San Francisco trade. She made no outstanding runs and finally 
foundered when in collision with a steam vessel in 1872, 

The EAGLE WING, medium clipper ship, 117) tons, built by J.0.Curtis in 1853, She 
is said to have attained great speed and at one time made the Boston=San Francisco 
run in 106 days and the return trip in 90 days, She made two runs from Sm Francisco 
to Hong Kong in 39 andj] days, In February of 1865 she left Boston for Bombay and 
was never heard from, 

The WEST WIND, medium clipper ship, 10713 tons, built in 1853 by JsT.Foster, She 
made no fast passages from east to west but did sail from San Francisco to Hong Kong 
in 26 days. She was sold British in 1863 and renamed the LORD CLYDE with Calcutta as 
her port. 

The MORNING STAR, clipper ship, 1105 tons, Howe & Matthews report her to have 
been built by Tobey & Littlefield at Portsmouth, NHe, but both the New York Marine 
Register for 1859 and the American Lloyd's Register state that she was built in Med~ 
ford by JeT.-Foster in 1653. She was said to be a fine model and heavily sparred, She 
made five runs from Boston to San Francisco, one of which was made in 102 days and a 
second in 105 days, Her average for the five runs was 120-5/6 days, a fine showing 
when account is taken of the particularly unfavorable conditions prevailing on the 
first two runs. In 1860 she made a run of only 60 days from the Atlantic equator to 
the Pacific equator, Had she not encountered light winds and calms at the end of her 
run she would have made San Francisco in less than three figures, OnMarch 23, 1863 
she was stopped by the ALABAMA and boarded. Because her cargo belonged to neutrals 
she was released under a bond of $60,000.00 and allowed to procede, She was sold 
British in 1863 and renamed the LANDSBOROUGH, She was reported lost in 1890, 

The CLIMAX, clipper ship, 1051 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth in 1853, She 
suffered a series of accidents and was finally sold to Peruvian account and renamed 
the ANTONIA TERRY. She is said to have been the first vessel to use the double top= 
sails, 

The RINGLEADER, clipper ship, 115) tons, built in 1853 by Hayden & Cudworth, She 
was a fast average sailer and made the Boston-San Francisco run in 190 days, and a 
second run in 107 days. She made the fast time of 78 days from Boston to Melbourne, 
and the San FranciscosShanghai run in 55 dayse She was wrecked on the Famosa Banks on 
May 9s 1863. 

The DON QUIXOTE, medium clipper ship, 1429 tons, built by Samuel Lapham in 1853, 
She is said to have carried a sail area of 9000 sdeyds.e She made three runs from 
Boston to San Francisco in under 110 days, having made one in 106 days and two in 108 

s. In seven trips between San Francisco and Hong Kong she made an average of h5= 
5/7 dayse She sailed from London to Boston in 22 days. She was sold French and re= 
named the ST, AUBIN, After 20 years of active service she was still on Lloyd's 
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Register, 


The WHITE SWALLOW, extreme clipper ship, 1192 tons, built. by Hayden & Cudworth in 
1853. She is said to have been one of the most beautiful and finely proportioned %. 


vessels ever seen in the port of San Francisco. She made many fine runs, the best 
being from New York to San Francisco in 110 days, She sailed from Sandy Hook to the 
equator in 17 days, and once from New York to Hong Kong in 9 days, In 1865 she left 
New York with her rigging in poor condition and it was said that the Captain made the 
crew work unnecessarily long hours and that he was generally cruel in many ways. Fin- 
ally the crew mutinied and on arrival in San Francisco six of the ringleaders were ar- 
rested and tried at Court, They were acquitted on the testimony of the passengers 
and on the admissions of the officers. For many years the WHITE SWALLOW case was fam~ 
ous in maritime legal circles, She was abandoned on June 17, 1871 southwest of Fayal 
in sinking condition, 

The KINGFISHER, extreme clipper ship,1266 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth in 
1853. In 1861 she sailed from Yokohoma to San Francisco in 22 days, within 12 hours 
of the record and otherwise equalled only once, She sailed from San Francisco to | 
Honolulu in 9 days and 20 hours, the fastest run up to that date, She was sold Uru- 
guayan in 1871 and'was broken up in 1890, 

The FLEETWING, medium clipper ship, 896 tons, built in 1853 by Hayden and Cud- 
worth, She was a beautiful ship and a fast sailer on average runs, but she made no 
records, She once sailed from San Francisco to New York in 103 days. In 187) she 
was sold British and was condemned in 1885, 

The HERALD OF THE MORNING, medium clipper ship, built in 1855 by Hayden & Cudworth. 
She was said to be "a perfect gem in hull and rigging", She was a beautiful ship and 
very fast and made a run from New York to San Francisco in 99 days in 1855, and one 
from Boston to the same port in 106 days in 1854. There were 18 ships which made the 
run from 50° S, in the Atlantic to 50° S, in the Pacific in 10 days or less, The 
HERALD OF THE MORNING made it in 7 days. Her best days run was 340 miles, and she was 
the only Medford=built ship to make the New York-San Francisco run in less than 100 
days. She was sold British in 1890 and while off Cape Horn was struck by an immense 
sperm whale which appeared to be badly injured, She lost part of her stem and was 
obliged to keep her pumps working until she reached her destination. 

The ROBIN HOOD, extreme clipper ship, 1181 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth in 
1854. She made two trips from New York to San Francisco in 107 days each. Shanghai 
to New York in 95 days. She sailed from 50° S, to 50° S, in 7 days, one of the 18 
ships to do it in 10 days or less, On August 30, 1869 she was destroyed by fire at 
Baker's Island in the Pacific. 

The OSBORN HOWES, medium clipper ship, 1100 tonsy built in 185) by Hayden & Cud- 
worth, She was a good sailer but made no outstanding runs, She did sail 325 miles in 
one day, She was sold British in 1864, Last report 1870, 

The NOR'WESTER, clipper ship, 1267 tonsy built by Samuel Lapham in 185, She 
sailed from Boston to Calcutta in 91 days, said to be the second best on record, East 
to west runs not remarkable. She was lost on Key West by fire in 1873, 

The OCEAN TELEGRAPH, extreme clipper ship, 1495 tons, built by J. 0. Curtis in 
1854, "No expense was spared to make her one of the most perfect and beautiful ships 
ever built." "She was very sharp with long clean lines tapering like that of a pilot 
boat", She made five passages from San Francisco to New York of which four were under 
100 days, with the average of the five of 96,8 days, Portions of these runs were 
close to the record, Her fastest outward passage to San Francisco was 105 days, 20 
hours, Fastest return passage 90 days, In 1055 she made the run from Callao to New 
York in 58 days, believed to be the record, Saiied from New York to Cape Horn in 50 
days. Sold British in 1863 and renamed LIGHT BRIGADE, She was condemned at Gibraltar 
in 1883 and turned into a coal hulk, She was last reported in 1891, 

The OCEAN EXPRESS, medium clipper ship, 1697 tons, built in 1853 by J. 0. Curti 
She was the largest ship to be built in Medford, She ran into unfavorable weather Me 


all her California runs, She sailed. from Cape St. Roque to 50 S. in 18 days, sailing 
364 miles in one day. In 1862+62 she was used as a U.S.Army transport. Reported to 
have run frcm Callao to the California coast in 31 days, which was close to the record, 
She was under the flag of Costa Rica for a time and then sold to German account and 
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CLIPPER SHIP “HERALD OF THE MORNING,” 1294 TONS, BUILT IN 1853 
BY HAYDEN & CUDWORTH 


CLIPPER SHIP “OCEAN EXPRESS,” 1697 TONS, BUILT IN 1853 BY JAMES O. CURTIS 
The largest ship built at Medford. 
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renamed the FRIEDRICH, She was subsequently sold to the Norwegians, Reported abandon= 
ed in the North Atlantic in 1890, 

The ASTERION, medium clipper ship, 1170 tons, Howe & Matthews credit her to Ste 
son at Chelsea but the New York Marine Register for 1859 and the American Lloyd's Re# 
gister for 1861 state that she was built by J. T, Foster in Medford, 1854, Her pas» 
sages were fairly fast but she was built for carrying capacity rather than for speed, 
She was lost on the reef at Baker's Island on September 2h, 1863 after loading guano 
at Howland'ts Island, 

The ELECTRIC SPARK, medium clipper ship, 1216 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth in 
1855. She was a sister ship to the THATCHER MAGOUN, From Whampoa to New York she 
made the fast run of 8 days. From New York to San Francisco she ran in 106 days, For 
the most part she ran into adverse weather on all her voyages. In 1869 she stranded 
on Blackwater Head, Ireland and broke ups 

The THiTCHER MAGOUN, medium clipper ship, 128 tons, built by Hayden & Cudworth 
in 1856. She was owned and named after the Father of Shipbuilding in Medford, but he 
died just before she was launched and he never saw her. In 1869 she made New York from 
San Francisco in 96 days, otherwise she made no record runs. She was sold Norwegian 
= renamed the HERCULES, She was reported lost off the coast of Africa in the early 
'00s. 

There is an interesting book devoted to the entire history of this ship, entitled 
"The Thatcher Magoun, An American Clipper Ship, Her Owners, Captains, and Model" by 
Hollis French and published by the Addison Gallery of American Art of Phillips Academy, 
Andover, Massachusetts, In it is an account of a beautiful model of the ship made by 
Bernard Hart of Malden, Massachusetts, , 

The FLYING MIST, medium clipper ship, 1183 tons, built by J. 0, Curtis in 1856, 
She was the last clipper ship built in Medford, She had a large carrying capacity, 
having loaded 2200 tons of freight for San Francisco and delivering it intact, She 
made many fast runs but no outstanding records, except one from Cape Horn to the Che= 
sapeake in 37 days. She was wrecked off Bluff Harbor, N. Z. 

Other clipper ships built in Medford were the GODDESS, 1855, the GEORGE PEABODY, 
1853, the HESPERUS, 1856, the LIVING AGE, 1848, the ARGONAUT, 1849, the ALEXANDER,1852, 
the RAMBLER, 185), the RIVAL, 1855, the SANCHO PANZA, 1855, the GOOD HOPE, 1855 and 
the SILVER STAR, 1856, none of which made any outstanding runs, 

Of the 26 clipper ships which made the passage twice from Boston or New York to 
San Francisco in 110 days or less, Medford had six ships, the PHANTOM, the RINGLEADER, 
the HERALD OF THE MORNING, the DON QUIXOTE, the MORNING STAR and the ROBIN HOOD, The 
HERALD OF THE MORNING was the only one to make Sam Francisco in less than 100 days, 
but as Admiral Morison wrote, "In proportion to the number built Medford clipper ships 
made more fast records than the average," The HERALD OF THE MORNING made the trip in 
99 days. Capt. Clark in his "The Clipper Ship Era" mentions 23 Medford ships in the 
list of 173 "California" clippers built between 1850 and 1857, Actually there were 
48 clipper ships of all classes built in Medford. In the record of 128 passages made 
to San Francisco from Boston or New York between 1850 and 1860 in 110 days or less, 21 
were made by 1) Medford=built ships. 


SHIP PORT OF DEPARTURE DATE TIME IN DAYS 
SHOOTING STAR Boston 1851 105 
COURSER Boston 1852 108 
PHANTOM Boston 1853 105 
PHANTOM New York 1856 103 
GOLDEN EAGLE Boston 1854, 105 
DON QUIXOTE Boston 1855 106 
DON QUIXOTE Boston 1856 108 
DON QUIXOTE New York 1858 108 A, 
RINGLEADER Boston 1856 100 
RINGLEADER Boston 185) 199 
WHITE SWALLOW New York 1860 110 


HERALD OF THE MORNING New York 1855 99 
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HERALD OF THE MORNING 


EAGLE WING 
ROBIN HOOD 
ROBIN HOOD 
OCEAN TELEGRAPH 
ELECTRIC SPARK 
TELEGRAPH 
MORNING STAR 
MORNING STAR 


ship was launched, 


Foster, 


And thus the shipbuilding days of Medford came to an end, 
type of vessel built here ceased because of the great changes in economic conditions, 


Boston 
Boston 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 


In September of 1857 came the financial depression. 


were drastically reduced and steam was rapidly replacing sail, 
ened a process that had already begun", 
tramp steamers were taking the place of sailing ships. 
Britain practically ended America's supremacy on the seas, 
turing offered greater profits in the form of merchandise and stocks and bonds than 
in foreign trade and shipping, all resulting in the extinction of an industry which 


1854 
1854 
1859 
1859 
1860 
1856 
1855 
1855 
1857 


The demand for the 


106 
105 
107 
107 
109 
106 
109 
105 
102 


The last phase of shipbuilding in Medford began in 1856 after the last clipper 
From this date until 1873 there were 43 vessels built in the 
Mystic River yards, beginning with the ship BOLD HUNTER, 797 tons, by J. 0, Curtis, 


and ending with the ship PILGRIM (the second of this name), 9563 tons, built by J.T, 


Prices of goods and freight rates 
The Civil War "haste 
Trade with foreign countries declined and 
The policy of Free Trade in 
The new West and manufac- 


for more than seventy years had been a source of profit and honor to the Town of 


Medford and to the men who built her ships, 


ummary 
From the "History of Medford=1630-1885" by James M, Usher (Corrected) 


BUILDERS. NUMBER. FIRST. LAST. SMALLEST. LARGEST. 
Thatcher Magoun 8 1803 1836 96 509 
C. Turner & E, Briggs 3 1804 1807 100 246 
Calvin Turner 25 1807 1816 65 26 
James Ford 2 1814 1815 145 372 
Sprague & James 63 1816 36 
George Fuller 26 1817 1845 35 4,80 
E, & H. Rogers 9 1822 1825 62 362 
John Sparrell 1 1829 - - 70 
Sanuel Lapham 22 1830 1854 206 1500 
Jotham Stetson 32 18 33 1853 160 1061 
Curtis & Co, 2 183) 1835 550 550 
P, & JeO. Curtis 6 1836 1839 50h 650 
Waterman & Ewell 51 1836 1845 2h0 828 
Foster & Taylor 22 1838 1845 101 700 
Paul Curtis 27 1839 1852 203 1080 
James 0, Curtis 77 1839 1869 72 1697 
George H, Briggs 1 100 
Peter Lewis 1 185 98 
Henry Ewell 10 1845 1848 100 616 
John Taylor 12 18,6 1851 230 1050 
Joshua T, Foster 3 18,7 1873 112 1300 
Hayden & Cudworth 39 187 1866 0 1250 
B, F, Delano 3 1851 1851 400 800 
T. (L) Turner 1 1854, ~ 387 
Totals 566 1803 1873 35 1697 
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Rise and Decline of Shipbuilding in the Town of Medford 


DECADE NUMBER AVERAGE TONNAGE TOTAL TONNAGE 


1803=1812 32 262677 8 5408 
18613-1822 62 29.50 15,459 
1823-18 32 82 280.5), 23,285 
1833-182 121 476.64 575674 
1843-1852 185 526.67 97434 
1853-1862 70 825.93 57,815 
Totals 566 479693 272,12 


Unfortunately very little is known about the individuals who designed and executed 
the decorations on a majority of the Medford ships. It is known that most of these 
vessels had black topsides with sheer and deck mouldings, sometimes as many as four 
or five, in contrasting colors, as in the LIVERPOOL, the ELLEN BROOKS, the LELAND, 
the PARIS and the COLUMBIANA, Several had a broad band in white painted the entire 
length of the vessel, as in the HENRY TUKE and the SUFFOLK, Others had buff stripes 
along the sides. Many of the early ships, before the clipper ships period, had dumny 
ports painted in white along both sides of the vessel, and the bark JONES had them 
painted as though open, with the covers showing at an angle, a rare type of decora- 
tion, In the early days the stem usually ended in a finial in the shape of a fiddle- 
head or a billethead, with white or gilded hair rails, brackets, and cheek knees, 

and head rails gracefully curving downward in beautiful parabolic curves, in ship- 
yard parlance, "foot rail", "Seating rail" and "back rail", for reasons that can be 
imaginedj The ship ISRAEL, the HENRY TUKE, and the SUFFOLK had them arranged in this 
manner, 

After the War of 1812 the law made it necessary for ships to carry the name on 
the stern. This gave the ship carvers an opportunity to install beautiful and ela- 
borate carvings across the stern with which to decorate the name of the ship, as in 
the ship MILO and the ship PAUL JONES, Later the law required that the name of the 
ship should appear prominently on either side of the vessel near the prow, This 
added another opportunity for the making of elaborately carved and gilded name boards, 
some of which were of exceptional beauty, The trail boards gave the carvers an es= 
pecial opportunity to show their skill, and most of the ships carried them, wonder 
fully carved, painted and gilded, curving gracefully downward and aft from the billet- 
heads, fiddleheads or figureheads, Several of the Medford ships had elaborate and 
graceful carvings about the stern windows and on the quarter galleries, as in the 
LUCILLA and others, 

Pauline Ae Pinckney, in her interesting and informative book, "American Figure- 
heads and their Carvers" mentions only a few Medford-built ships, because of the 
lack of accurate information pertaining to the men who worked on them The best ree 
cords are those relating to the carvers who worked on the Navy ships. We do know 
that in Boston and other nearby towns, during this period, there were several well- 
known carvers who could have been responsible for some of the work done on the Med» 
ford ships, John and Simeon Skillen, R, Richardson, and Thomas Dillaway had estabe 
lishments in Boston at this time, The Gleasons, William and Herbert, J. W. Mason 
and a Mr. Purrington, we know, did work on certain shins built in Medford, In the 
next town of Malden was James McIntire and in Medford lived a skillful and meticu- 
lous carver in Everard Burgess, and there were several carvers residing in nearby 
Charlestown. It is possible and probable that some of these men worked from time to 
time in the Medford yards. Apparently no records were kept or they have been lost, 


The Pinckney book mentions that the DON QUIXOTE had a beautifully carved figure 7 


of the old knight as a figurehead which is now in the Marine Museum at Gotenburg, 
Sweden, This must have referred to the second DON QUIXOTE built in 1868, because at 
the time of the launching of the medium clipper ship of the same name, built by 
Samuel Lapham in 1853 she carried a billethead only, On the GOOD HOPE, 1855, and the 
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SILVER STAR, 1856, she states that the figureheads were so outstanding in beauty they 
were mentioned in the newspapers of the day. On the SHOOTING STAR she mentions the 
exceptional trail boards, and “ornamenting the bow was a fullelength female figure 
arrayed in white vestments spangled with gilded stars", all carved by William Gleason, 
Someone wrote at the time, "as a work of art -= it stands thus far in our estimate 

far ahead of any figure we have seen upon a ship this season," It is recorded that 
Herbert Gleason performed work on the PILGRIM, the last ship built in Medford, 

The ELLEN FOSTER carried a representation of the owner's wife in a "full-length 
figure of a lady placed to correspond to the rake of the bow-=advanced left hand, on 
her waist in front with a posy, while her right hand by her side holds a wreath, 
painted white with touches of gilding." This work was done by Jy We. Mason, The 
DAUNTLESS had "a full-length figure of an aerial nymph with outstretched wings and 
robed in flowing vestments in white," This was the work of Gleason & Sons, On the 
ONWARD was "a billethead with gold leaf worky and a large gilt American eagle on the 
stern with the National Shield and a bunch of arrows in his talons,", all done by a 
Mr. Purrington, The TELEGRAPH carried a "female figure placed in a graceful and 
airy attitude imparting ease and elegance to the bow." The Pinckney book does not 
mention specifically any other of the Medford=-built ships, 

The NATIONAL EAGLE, the OCEAN EXPRESS, the CLIMAX and the COMPETITOR ali had a 
large gilded eagle with outstretched wings as figureheads, The OCEAN TELEGRAPH was 
ornamented with a carved female figure with forks of lightning playing about the fige 
ure. The ROBIN HOOD had a life-sized figure of Robin Hood, showing a "bended bow." On 
the STAR OF THE UNION was an excellent likeness of Daniel Webster, relieved on either 
side with an American shield, The stern was ornamented with gilded carved work, 
Originally the SYREN carried an image of a mermaid as a figurehead but this was care 
ried away in a storm and an eagle's head was substituted, The TELEGRAPH and the 
FLYING MIST had a conventional figure of a female with flowing garments all in white. 
The THATCHER MAGOUN carried a life-size, carved and bronzed figure of the owner, The 
WEST WIND had no figurehead but on the stern was a beautifully carved figure of a ship 
under sail, and on the GODDESS was "The Goddess of the Winds" holding a lighted torch 
in her left hand, 

The WHITE SWALLOW was embellished with a female figure with wings outstretched, 
and the stern had elaborate carved work across its entire width, A carved hound was 
the figurehead of the WILD RANGER, On the DAUNTLESS, mentioned above, the stern was 
ornamented with gilded work, and the catheads were also carved and gilded, The GEM 
OF THE OCr:AN had no figurehead but the stem ended in a wonderfully carved billethead, 
as also cid that in the KING!JSHER, The HERALD OF THE MORNING was decorated with a 
finely carved figure of Aurora, 

Most cf the other Medrord=-built ships carried either carved billetheads, fiddle} 
heads, or elaborate figureheads, but the records of specific figures and their car=- 
vers have either been lost or were not made, 

I understand that boatbuilding in Medford has recently been revived, It is limi- 
ted howev>2r to the building of small pleasure and racing craft. There is a fleet of 
Medfcrd=bviit boats of various classes on the Mystic Lakes, Let us hope that they 
will live up to the reputation for honest craftmanship, beauty of line and speed made 
by the earlier shipbuilders of Medford from 1631 to 1373, 


EPILOGUE 


Most of my grandfather's working days were spent in these old Medford ship yards, 
and I can well recoilest, in his old age, his unused shop with his well-kept tools, 
worn smooth by years of honing and proud uses; the arona of tar and oakum which s#eet- 
encd the air of his neglected shop, and his old caulking maul accumulating the dust 
or disuse, 

Because of an unusual dexterity with tools my own father went into these same 
yards with his father at the youthful age of twelve years to learn the shipfinisher!s 
art and trade, Here he became expert in the forming and fitting of the finer wod 
work about a ship, in which is rarely found a right angle. The bevel was used much 
more often than the squazey, and I have in my possession those used by my grandfather 
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and my father, 


I was born in Medford only seven years after the last ship was launched from the 
Mystic River yards, The atmosphere was still there, and one of my earliest ne B® 


is hearing people still discussing incidents in the launching of these old ships, 
When Medford adopted an official seal its central figure was a ship on the ways. My 
childhood playground was these old abandoned yards, Nostalgic recollections recap- 
ture the soft feel of graying, sundrenched hunks of half-hewed timbers and discarded 
spars still left on the old beaches; the odor of brine from the salty river; the me~ 
tallic rustle of the brittle eel grass on the nearby marshes, made restless in the 
wind; listening wide-eyed to my grandfather, with some of his old yard mates, solilo- 
quizing with “accents disconsolate", yet with undisguised pride, on the old days in 
the ship yards, and the little homeemade cockelshell in which I explored every turn 
and tide of the river, dreaming of ships which were never to be and of hours which 
were never to come, With such a heritage need I any excuse for loving these old 
Ships, building ship models, and writing on Medford-built ships for the Nautical Re~ 
search Guilds; how could it be otherwise§ 

Horace Richardson, M De 
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Ship Models That Ought to be Built 
by Howard I, Chapelle 


A short time back I expressed some opinions on ship models that ought not be 
built. Many readers of this journal did not agree with me and expressed their dise 
agreements, I must say I have not been impressed by the reasons given for disagree= 
ment for I cannot yet understand why a modeller would want to build a model that he 
knows is not the ship it is supposed to be, 


On the other hand I know too well that accurate = or reasonably accurate = plans 
of some very interesting craft are not easily found. However, there are a huge number 
of plans in existence and I am sure that most will agree with me if I say that among 
these are certainly many possibilities for very valuable and informative models, Now, 
I admit I have an ulterior motive in bringing up this subject. I recently asked our 
long-suffering editor to ascertain what ships interested model-builders in the Guild 
so that some plan could be assembled for the pages of the Journal, If you will look 
in back numbers you will note how few suggestions have been received, Why is this? I 
suspect it may partly be accounted for by my supposition that many modellers are at a 
loss to know what is in any way possible, and what is readily available, AndI am 
also aware that it is often very difficult to decide what you want to build next and 
final judgment is often reached only after seeing a plan or model of a boat or vessel 
that you had never heard about before, 


In looking over various collections of ship models, private or institutional, it 
is very apparent that square-rigged ships are of prime interest. Where there are ship 
models there are usually clippers. Alas = too too often they are the same ships = 
FLYING CLOUD, SEA WITCH and JAMES BAINES = even when beautifully modelled, It is easy 
to say that there are other plans than of these ships but anyone interested knows that 
in nearly all available plans of clippers there is far too little detail and, upon 
research being made, it is found that clippers appear to be one damned mystery after 
another, One of the most complete plans of clipperships is the set showing the GREAT 
REPUBLIC which are sometimes turned up in pamphlet form and which also appear in Paris 
Souvenirs de Marine. The Webb book = "Plans of Wooden Ships" shows lines and sail 
plans of many clippers out of the Webb yard, These plans, by the way, are not the ori- 
ginal building plans but were drawn from mold-loft offsets and spar dimensions in most 
cases, long after the ships had died. Still, they are not useless; for example, there 
are lines and sail plans of the clippers COMET and YOUNG AMERICA = and in the Smith- 
sonian there are builder's decorative half-models showing the important features of 
the deck layout. Some modellers have already discovered this but I don't think it is 
generally known for there are still very few models of these two clippers, In past 
years I have taken off the lines of many half-models of clipper ships but I know of 
none that show enough to permit a model to be built without long and difficult ree 
search, One headache is that the scaled dimensions of many clippership models cannot 
be adjusted to the recorded custom=house dimensions, And in all cases there will have 
to be a lot of reconstruction in rigging and construction details, I found the take- 
off of the Webb clipper CHALLENGE in England which shows the lines to outside of plank 
and the figurehead ~ but no deck layout and as yet I know of none, If anyone does 
have the deck layout then we might go to town on this ship for Plans of Wooden Ships 
shows spars, If you feel you want to do a clipper ship it seems to me that disappoint= 
ment would be avoided more readily if you accepted a decorative half-model as your ob- 
jective; in some cases you might get a reasonably accurate result from existing build- 
erts model and paintings of individual shins, 


There are very few packet ship models = which seems to me to be a great pity for 
they were very interesting ships historically, technically and in performance, The 
reason why few models of this class of ship have been made is readily explained = there 
are very few plans and none very complete. Webb published a few plans in Wooden Ships 
and I think = but can't prove = that some of these plans were copied from original 

building drawings. Also, in the Library of Webb Institute of Naval Architecture there 
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is more information = the yard's offset books for example, With these a skilled model- 
ler or marine draftsman might reconstruct the lines of some of Eckford!s packets so 
that at least the hull lines could be represented accurately. There are a few sket- 
ches of packet ship details in the Webb material and the heads of two packets are 
Shown in McKay's old book on shipbuilding, There are, of course, some paintings also, 
A few half-models exist - one at least in the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, one at Mys- 
tic and one in the Maryland Historical Society rooms, There are probably others that 
I have not seen as I have never attempted an exhaustive search for material on this 
class of ships, There are a few plans of Cope's Philadelphia packets in the Lenthall 
— Franklin Institute, Philadelphia but only lines and sail plans as far as 
NOW, 


I shall not take up much space with sailing men-of-war for there are now a great 
many available plans which are reasonably accurate, Having made some myself I can say 
that every attempt was made to obtain as accurate’ information as the records and sit- 
uation permit, I took pains to list, on my plans, the reconstruction done. As to 
this, while reconstruction was done on the basis of such details in similar ships, or 
in R,N, plans of even date, it does not follow that this is accurate for at every date 
and in every type there is the possibility of variations, Having taken great effort 
to show small working service craft it has been somewhat of a disappointment to see . 
how little interest these have aroused in model builders, Most model’ collections show 
the usual CONSTITUTION, a RALEIGH, a WASP or ARGUS or a CONSTELLATION, but rarely one 
of the many other interesting naval vessels, One of the difficulties in navy ship 
models is that many sailing men=of-war had long lives and were changed somewhat on al- 
most every commissioning; so for a single ship there may be a number of deck plans 
and spar dimensions representing a ship at some period in her life. Since it is rare 
to find a ship completely detailed in a single period it is very easy to end up with 
a set of plans showing a ship in a number of periods from which one can only recon» 
struct her at a fixed date on the basis of the "mostest" shown, But in spite of the ey 
difficulties in this field I think there ought to be some models of the service craft 
and small men=of-war at various periods in American History and less emphasis on CON~ 
STITUTION and one or two other ships, 


Steam men-of=war are sadly neglected it seems to me, The National Archives has 
a huge quantity of very interesting ship plans in varying stages of detail and of the 
whole range in date from the early naval steamers to 1900 or thereabouts, Recently I 
saw plans of an Eckford Steam Battery, various designs for "Sea Steamers" in the late 
1830's and the interesting FULTON (2nd) as well as some plans of the iron MICHIGAN and 
the Steers! designed NIAGARA, There are plans of curiosities like UNION and there are, 
of course, 2 huge number of plans of Civil War steamers; KEASARGE, HARTFORD, WABASH, 
MERRIMACK, 90=8day gunboats, monitors, double=enders, more monitors and hundreds of 
very curious designs, proposals and general details. Recently Earle Geoghagen and I 
explored the files and found a number of plans of Confederate rams and river iron— _ 
clads ~ some well detailed and some not, The lines of the Collin's liner ADRIATIC 
turned up, In the post Civil War there are plans of a number of interesting and start-= 
ling experimental vessels and proposals. The Navy files in the Archives also contain 
a very complete lot of ships' boat plans and details; some of these would make very 
attractive small models. The one drawback to this great source is that the index is 
in very poor shape and so it is necessary to visit the Archives in person and spend 
much time in search to accomplish anything like a satisfactory research on a ship of 
any fixed period, But, in spite of this, the source is invaluable and available in 
some way to all, either through personal visit or through the mails, With this huge 
source of material there is little excuse for us not having some attractive and useful 
models showing the development of American steamships, I have found a set of lines Peg 
of a steam auxiliary packetship, a steam whaler bark rigged, a trading schooner of 
1880, a number of plans of lightships and other curiosities in this extraordinary gold= 
mine of marine information, ; 


Fishermen, in New England at least, there are many models of fishermen, the well 
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known Gloucestermen, It is a little unfortunate, I think, that the great majority of 
recent models of fishermen have been of the so-called "racing fishermen" which were 
hardly representative, But this came about through the availability of plans of 
* racers and the publicity the vessels received. The research on fishing schooners has 
been carried on by many and it is to be hoped that the results will eventually be pub- 
lished for then it would be possible for modellers to build some typical vessels of 


this class for such areas as New England, New York and New Jersey, the Chesapeake and 
the Pacific Coast, and Gulf of Mexico too, 


Exploration ships « very few models seem to exist of these vessels yet there is 
some plan material available on BEAR, the ROOSEVELT and other well known ships, Old 
English exploration ships have not been fully searched for but there are at least a 
few plans in The National liaritime Museum in London and undoubtedly there are plans of 
ships after 1850 in the Admiralty files. Some books on Arctic exploration shows plans 
of ships, the FRAM and one or two others may be found in these sources, A few plans 


are in the National irchives but as far as I know not of a complete ship, BEAR!s plans 
are in the hands of the Coast Guard, 


I have recently heard that a few members are interested in models of American 
small fishing and trading craft. I hope this is followed up for it is a field well 
suited to local interest and there is a raft of material available, I think the plans 
of scow schooners in The Historic American Merchant Marine Survey (Department of Eng- 
gineering and Industry, Smithsonian) would be very useful and the collegtion also cone 
tains many photos, As hard as it may be to believe,the scow schooner and sloop make mos” 
attractive models and are perhaps less difficult for the inexperienced modeller than 
most types of sailing vessel, There are books on small types including bugeyes and 
these would be useful, The huge variety of small boat types in America makes a fase- 
cinating field and many of the types would make very attractive and historically val- 
uable models, Except for the collection in the Smithsonian and the special one being 
formed in the Providence Public Library, there appear to be no special collections of 
small boat type models in the United States, This classification of model can be 
expanded = and should be = to include models of the early power-boats used in shore 
fishing and coastal trade for these are disappearing in many areas, Incidentally, 
models of bootleggers would have been ashistorically valuable as would models of Civil 
War blockade-runners - or pirate ships, Plans of "booties" are hard to come by but I 
think a little effort might eventually produce a few, at least. 


Whaling ship models have been quite popular and still seem to have appeal to 
model builders. I do not know of any completely accurate plans but there are many 
half-models, pictures and other source materials. To my mind the whaler is a diffi- 
cult ship to model and the whaling schooners, related in model to the old Grand Banker 


"salt fisherman" is an easier job with equal appeal, A plan of one of these is in 
Grimwood's book, 


I shall not attempt to make much of river steamer models = I know too little 
about them, There is quite an article on these steamers in an old Transactions of the 
Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers, by Ward, a noted builder,and the 
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, has many plans of river vessels after 1900, I am too 
uninformed on plan sources for other types of special steamships to offer suggestion, 
So far I have dealt only with ships and boats of basic American interest. I know 
there are many model builders who are interested in Pre-Americen craft or in special 
: types of early sailing men of war, The only European source with which I can claim 
any real personal knowledge is The Collection of Admiralty Draughts in The National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London, England, In this there are plans as far back as 
@@ 2° 1674 or 5 but with the bulk of the material between 1727 and 1835, There are 
plans in varying degree of completeness of merchant ships 1764=1780, of galley-ships, 
1675-1745, frigates, 1711-1835, cutter, 1757-1830, lugger, 1794-1815, bomb ketchesy 
1727-1750 (by the way I was astonished to find no British bomb ketches built after 
1750, apparently - the later bombs were all ship rigged from 1757 anyway) French, 
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Spanish, Italian, Danish, Russian, Swedish, Dutch and American prize ships are rather 
numerous. In passing, I must say our English counterparts have similar omissions in 
models that ought to be built ~ there are no end of models of Nelson's VICTORY but 

so far as I could learn no model = and no interest I guess = in Nelson's first come 
mand, a Bermudian built brig named BADGER, Now there are plans of the BADGER in The 
National Maritime Museum and what is more,’ these plans are remarkably complete giving 
lines, inboard profile, deck and platforms, spar dimensions and = believe it or not = 
rather complete specifications, To my mind the _BADGER*s plans are unique and in 
addition, the brig is too; for the plans show she had a hogged keel, I can't under= 
stand why models of this ship have not been made as the plan could have been readily 
procured = one would have supposed that some modeller interested in Nelson would have 
tried for his first ship as well as his last. Buty after all, equally interesting 
models of American interest are just as strangely neglected. Thus, we have no model 
collection showing the development of steamers comparable to the British one in The 
Science Museum at London yet I think the plan material is readily available, Com-= 
parisons are odious I know but our British friends have done much more in models of 
small craft types than we have, 


There isn't space to continue on the subject but enough has been said, I hope, to 
encourage someone to build a model of something beside a pure reconstruction based on 
no more than a vague idea and, perhaps, a few doubtful dimensions, If there is not 
good enough dope for a clipper ship there are plenty of sources for fine models of 
craft of historical, romantic, technical or local interests, There are enough FLYING 
CLOUDS, CONSTITUTIONS, racing fishermen, and imaginary galleons God knows and there 
is surely some type of boat or vessel that will interest a modeller, that has not yet 
been modelled, But, if you are not interested in accurate models and desire to build 
stuff of a level of truthfulness of a Hollywood movie "Pirate Ship"or "Spanish Gale , 
leon" forget I brought the matter up. 


The Guild's Nautical Dictionary 
by John Lyman 


A project to compile, through joint effort, a comprehensive and authoritative 
historical dictionary of American maritime terminology, 


One of the most important projects that the Guild could undertake in the field of 
nautical research is the compilation of a dictionary of maritime terms, particularly 
those peculiar to America, The Society for Nautical Research in England has already 
gone a long way in this direction, but its emphasis is naturally on English terminology, 
and obviously American topics should be covered by a group on this side of the Atlantic, 


Several partial solutions to the problem already exist, it is true. For example, 
there is R, de Kerchove's splendid "International Maritime Dictionary", published hy 
Van Nostrand in 191:8, This is a book that ought to be on the library shelf of every- 
one with an interest in the sea, for it contains the definitions of hundreds of words 
not to be found anywhere else, However, as its titles states, it is international in 
concept, and therefore does not always clearly distinguish between American and Bri- 
tish usage; moreover in the interest of reducing bulk it is confined to terms in use 
since 1850 and to non-Naval terminology, For historical purposes, we should go back 


to Colonial times, and we certainly should include terms used in the U, S, Navy. 


There are two modern historical dictionaries of American English that can serve 
as vaserns for the task proposed here. The first is the monumental four-volume "Dic- 
ticonscy of American English on Historical Principles", edited for the University of 
Chicage Press by Sir William A, Cragie and James Re Hulbert, published beginning in 
1938, lie other is "A Dictionary of Americanisms on Historical Principles", in two 
volumes, edited by Mitford M, Mathews and published last year by the University of 
Chicage Presse 

In most fields of interest, both these works are highly useful, Political Amer« 
icanisms like "caucus" and "gerrymander", names of animals such as "coyote" and 
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"raccoon", plants such as "jimson weed" and "pecan", things like "“succotash" and "hoe= 
cake" are all well defined and their histories are given in detail, But the compilers 
seem to have had little competence in, or awareness of, maritime matters, and we look 
in vain for thorough histories of terms like "pungy" or "sharpie", or even for mention 
of such nautical terms as "ram", "tern", or "jumbo", 


! The great value of these historical dictionaries is in giving a series of dated 

, quotations showing how a given word has been used throvghout the years, Particular 

’ emphasis is placed on finding the earliest quotation, for in this way it is shown 
how and when words originate, And here is where the members of the Guild can all con- 
tribute their share to the furtherance of this project. 


I doubt if any of us is a trained lexicographer, but all of us have more or less 
competence in the nautical vocabulary of a given period, With some of us it is from 
our own service in sail, in steam, or in the Navy or Coast Guard; with others it is 
from study of logbooks or custom house records or treatises on shipbuilding and rig= 
ging. And we all enjoy reading about ships and the sea, So, in that hammock in the 
summer, or alongside the fireplace in the winter, let's keep a pencil handy, and a 
stock of 3 x 5 cards or any other convenient way of making notes, Each time a nautical 
term is encountered that appears out of the ordinary, either an unfamiliar word, or a 
familiar word used in an unusual sense, make a record of it in a manner similar to the 
following examples: 


HORSE=BLOCK == 1848 Taylor "Voyage Round the World", 1,7, He stood upon the horse» 

. block, as the side-steps of the ship are called, 

HORSE=BLOCK =~ 188) Hammersley's Naval Encyclopedia, Horse Block, A grating platform 
for the convenience of the officer in charge of the deck, 

HORSE*BLOCK =~ 1917 Brady "Under Topsle and Tents", 85, I took the trumpet, mounted 

ee to the horse-block on the DALE <= she was not large enough for a bridge, 


Quotations that define the word, such as the 1848 and 188) examples of "horse= 
block" are particularly useful; but even if the definition of the word is not clear 
from the text, it should be noted if it appears in any way out of the ordinary. A 
quotation from a newspaper should include date, page, and column, as in the follow- 


HAIL == (estimated catch of fish) 1952 Gloucester Daily Times 10 March 8/8, In the 
hails were 582,000 pounds haddock, 542,000 pounds haddock scrodee. 
WEIGH-OUT —- (measured catch of fish) 1952 Gloucester Daily Times 27 Febs 8/7. In 

the weigh-out were 35,800 butterfish, 34,970 scup. 


To start off with some simple terms, here is a list of twenty. Has anyone en= 
countered any of these in his reading lately? (Some are in Chapelle!s "American Small 
Sailing Craft" but contemporary references are still desirable.) If so, shoot them 


alongs 
ducker tern moses boat Peterhead boat queen staysail 
garvey jack-of-the-dust mystico pungy ram 
gasher jake tern pushboat ship's cousin 
half brig jumbo oil king water king tuck=up 
' When a quantity of notes has accumilated, send them to the Guild Dictionary Pro- 


ject, 7801 Gateway Boulevard, Washington 19, D. C. All contributions will be acknow: 
ee edged, either directly or in the Journal : 


Introducing New Members 


Mrs, Lucetta P. Churchill and Mr. Lester P, Churchill, 415=— 23rd St., Santa Monica, 
California, Introducing the Guild's "First Lady" shipmodeler, Lucetta P, Church- 
hill and her husband, Lester P, Churchill, The Churchills were introduced to the Guilc 
by the Nantucket Whaling Museum, We are very proud to welcome a lady shipmodeler to 
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the ranks of the Guild. Mr. Churchill has sent us an interesting letter and we give 
you here in part some of their experiences, 


"Before we took up shipmodeling, I played around with model railroading, the ‘the, 


magazines connected with this phase of modeling seemed so expertly written or rather 
written for the expert, now, we find the same to be true of shipmodeling but we ask, 
is there anything simple to direct the beginner in this fascinating pastime and to ’ 
show him where he or she may progress, We are neither beginners nor so-called ex- 7 
perts, we build models for our own pleasure, the models please us, so what more can 
one ask of a hobby? They are not perfect, they are not museum pieces but as long as ‘ 
we retain the premise of pleasing ourselves we will build ship models. At this point, 
please let me state a fact; we are not ashamed of our models--they are good, , 

We have built twelve models between us, at the rate of two models each a year, 
Mrs. Churchill has built the following: SLAVER, 3/16", RAMBLER, 1/16", JOE LANE, 1/8", 
SEAWITCH, 1/8", ROBERT E, LEE, 3/32" and the MARY E, FOSTER, 1/4", Mrs. Churchill was 
the first shipmodeler in our family and the building of these ships consumed four 
years time. My own models since 1950 to date are, CLAREMONT, 1/8", CABOT, 1/8", TANKER, 
1/16", BLUENOSE, 1/8", and MI, WASHINGTON, 1/4", Lately we have set out on our own in 
the larger 1/)" scale, this is our modeling evolution and we will never go back to the 
smaller scale modeling, We have found the 1/," seale so pleasing and satisfactory. 
Our latest ships have solid hulls, we use Japanese poplar and have never regretted it 
for it has turned out to be the best working wood one could imagine, our superstruc~ 
tures are made of pine, We have found that we can get it in fifty-one different sizes. 

Our experience as to material investment, kits and otherwise, is that the average 
cost has been about fifty dollars per ship or fifty dollars for six months fun or less 
than nine dollars per month. Is that more than the cost of bowling, golf or fishing= 
I think not, 

There are five ship model manufacturers which offer kits, plans, fittings, etc. 
Each manufacturer has certain fittings which are better than those of the others or 
perhaps,'a better choice, We build for pleasure and while we strive for accuracy and 
detail, we do buy: our fittings, in fact, anything that we can buys we doy because 
unless one has a well equipped machine shop, most fittings can be bought cheaper, are 
true to scale and we think better looking, (Mr. and Mrs. Churchill will tell us later 
about their bases, tools and paint used, ) 


Alfred Thomas Hunter, 360 Funston Ave., San Francisco 18, Calif, My nautical in= 
terests are to join with any organization to keep the history and traditions of Amer= 
ican Seamen, and to meet with associates who really know what it is all about. It will 
be a pleasure for me to attend the meeting at San Francisco Maritime Museum, and to meet 
with the members of an organization such as the Afterguard of the Nautical Research 
Guild, Incidentally, I hold an unlimited Master License = 5 years. 


Arthur R, Sawers, 105 S, LaSalle St., Rm. 106, Chicago 3, 111, Altho I am an invest- 


ment broker, I am very interested in the purchase, sale, brokerage, and repair of ship 
models, 


Jack De Slattery, Pe 0. Box 877, Coos Bay, Oregon. I am interested in English 
and American sailing ships and books relating to the same from the post clipper per- 
jiod to present, Also in the German Nitrate clippers -- Laiez "P" Line and present day 
phases of the Merchant Marine, 


A. Je Fisher, 1002 Etowah Ave., Royal Oak, Michigan, Mr. Fisher needs no intro=- 
duction to Guild ship modelers, They all know his famous catalogs, blue prints and 
model fittings through the years, Whereas Mr, Fisher sells model ship supplies of 
sailing ships of all types and eras, he states that his personal preferénces are clip= 
per ships, but.is intensely interested in all types of "old time" ships, 


Deniel H, Dyer, 2228 Union St., San Francisco, Calif, "I am and have been for years @® 
greatly interested in the ships of the spritsail topmast era, circa 1600-1720, I am 
building a model now of the CORONATION at the cabinet shop of the Samuel Gompers Trades 
School, I ow my own hand tools but have use of certain power tools", Note = We 

expect later a very interesting article from Mr, Dyer. 


Date of Mailing: April 4, 1952 
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